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THIS WEEK IN AG HISTORY
BY DARRIN J. RODGERS

J. Roswell Flower (1888-1970) was 
elected, at age 25, to serve as the first 
general secretary of the Assemblies of 
God. He went on to become one of the 
Fellowship’s most prominent leaders.

In 1908 he began publishing a small 
magazine, The Pentecost. At the time, 
he was just 20 years old. He married 
Alice Reynolds in 1911, and together 
they began another magazine, the 
Christian Evangel, in 1913.

When the AG was organized in April 
1914, Flower, then 25, was elected to 
serve as general secretary.

In 1925, no longer in national 
leadership, the Flowers moved to 
Pennsylvania to pastor. In 1929, he was 
elected superintendent of the Eastern 

District Council. While there, he helped 
Alice establish a summer Bible school 
— the forerunner of the University of 
Valley Forge.

In 1935, Flower was elected to again 
serve as general secretary, a position 
he would hold until his retirement in 
1959. Five of the Flower’s six children 
entered full-time ministry; the sixth 
died while in Bible school.

The AG’s Flower Pentecostal 
Heritage Center, which is the largest 
Pentecostal archives in the world, is 
named after Flower. Read the article, 
“J. R. Flower with Christ,” on page 
4 of the Aug. 16, 1970, issue of the 
Pentecostal Evangel online at s2.ag.
org/aug161970.

CONNECT WITH US ON
        FACEBOOK          TWITTER
        RSS AND OUR WEEKLY E-NEWSLETTER 

VISIT NEWS.AG.ORG FOR MORE INFORMATION. 

NEWS FOR, ABOUT, AND FROM 
THE ASSEMBLIES OF GOD  

Read the full versions of these stories on news.ag.org

PIZZA WITH 
A PURPOSE  

A COLLECTION OF THIS WEEK’S STORIES FROM NEWS.AG.ORG

 



4 5

Pastor Lynn M. Lapka will never 
forget the February day he stood 
staring out the window at a fierce 
Montana blizzard and prayed.

He admitted that the AG church he 
pastored, Cornerstone Faith Center, 
didn’t have a strong influence in St. 
Ignatius, a town of 800 on the Flathead 
Indian Reservation. Lapka told the Lord 
the church needed to be redefined, 
but he didn’t have a clue how to do it.

In that moment, God seemed to 
respond with an outlandish reply: 
reopen the pizza shop on Blaine Street.

Lapka began to mull the 
possibilities. He eventually went to 
the Cornerstone church board with 
the notion of “pizza with a purpose.” 
Goals would include creating a clean, 
comfortable environment for the 
community; providing needed jobs, 
especially for teenagers; and giving 
back to the community by returning 
all profits to the local school and 
other entities, as well as doing public 
fundraisers for worthy projects.

The others agreed to give the 
venture a shot. The building’s owners 
agreed to a modest rental price and 
remodeling began.

“I had no experience making pizza!” 
Lapka says. “But I knew the taste I was 
looking for. There was a lot of trial and 
error.”

Cornerstone Pizza, with all fresh 
ingredients, has been open since 2011, 
becoming a hub of community life. 
Located only a block and a half from 
the local school, the business offers a 
lunch special for kids.

The proceeds have helped build 
a new playground at the elementary 
school, as well as stock a supply closet 
for teachers who already used up their 
annual budget.

“Our teachers are so glad they don’t 
have to keep buying things like this out 
of their pocket,” says Principal Tyler 
Arlint. “They just email their wishes to 
Cornerstone, and the supplies quickly 
show up in the closet. This has opened 
up a lot of warm feelings.”
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T H E  A B C s  O F  S A L V A T I O N

ACCEPT that you are a sinner, and God’s punishment for your
sin is death and separation from God forever.

BELIEVE that Jesus paid God’s price for your sin when He  
died on the cross.

CONFESS “Jesus, I believe You are who the Bible and history
declares You are – the Son of God. I humble myself and surrender to 
You. Forgive me. Make me spiritually whole. Change my life. Amen.”

30 YEARS OF BUILDING CHURCHES
BY KEN WALKER

Solid Rock Assembly of God in 
Senatobia, Mississippi, broke ground 
on its new sanctuary in August 2016. 
But the 450-seat facility really came 
to life when 81-year-old U.S. Mission 
America Placement Service (MAPS) RV 
volunteer Tommy Gene Trumbo took 
over as foreman in January 2018.

Pastor Chris Nowell, 44, says 
Trumbo has framed the inside, laid 
out where everything’s supposed to 
go, and overseen the project. The 
new sanctuary should be ready for 
occupancy by early November.

Because of Trumbo and other MAPS 
volunteers, Solid Rock will save more 
than $600,000 on the project. Instead 
of $1.1 million, the 10,000-square-foot 
facility will cost the church around 
$450,000.

Over the past 32 years, Tommy 
and Mary, his wife of 61 years, have 
worked on more than 125 churches, 
campgrounds, and other facilities in 16 
states and 16 foreign countries.

“He loves getting up every morning 
and having somewhere to go and 

having something to build,” Mary says.
Tommy led numerous mission trips 

before declaring in 1986 he was ready 
to leave business to spend all his time 
building churches with U.S. Missions.

“I put up Sheetrock and nailed walls 
together,” says Mary, 79. “I used to 
help on the roofs, but the older I got I 
finally drew the line there.”

Among their dozens of projects, 
Tommy considers helping build a 
186-foot-long swinging bridge in Papua, 
New Guinea, in 2000 the highlight. Two 
AG missionaries working with Wycliffe 
Bible Translators helped raise funds for 
the first MAPS project outside the U.S.. 

PIZZA WITH A PURPOSE
BY DEAN MERRILL
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Shawna Beeman strolls along the 
cubicles of the offices of Vermeer 
Corporation in Pella, Iowa, carrying a 
basket of individualized hard candy. 
The treats serve as an icebreaker to 
converse with the staff in the corporate 
office of the machinery company.

As the only woman full-time chaplain 
in the large corporate building in the 
Vermeer headquarters as well as in 
the front offices of seven onsite plants, 
Beeman is on call 24/7. But it’s those 
casual conversations she has while 
walking around the workplace that 
make personnel comfortable enough 
to contact her in a crisis. When a team 
member’s child is threatening suicide 
at 2 a.m., Beeman’s cellphone rings.

Beeman also interacts with the labor 
force at work stations. She makes many 
house calls in her marriage and family 
support role.

Before joining Vermeer three years 
ago, Beeman spent 11 years as a 

hospice and Veterans Administration 
chaplain in West Des Moines.

“I loved helping people go through 
the process of grief, but I thought I had 
more to learn as a chaplain,” Beeman 
says. “I asked God to open up a place 
where I could grow.”

When Pat Ashby learned of 
Beeman’s availability, she hired her 
immediately. Ashby owns and directs 
Workplace & Family Life Services, 
which serves as the liaison in paying 
the chaplains who work at Vermeer.

“Shawna has a warm, glowing way 
about her,” says Ashby. “Her caring 
shows with everyone she meets.”

Beeman’s background in grief 
benefits those going through illness 
or loss. She also refers workers to 
resources in the community that can 
help.

“The corporation sees the value in 
chaplains when employees get the 
support they need,” says Beeman.
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MINISTERING AT THE OFFICE CUBICLE
BY JOHN W. KENNEDY

Josiah Bridgewater, children’s pastor 
at Neighborhood Church in Bellevue, 
Washington, says this summer’s MEGA 
Sports Camp was a breakthrough year. 

“We had 115 kids register,” 
Bridgewater says, “and 90 percent 
of those kids were visitors. Of those 
visitors, 60 percent or more had never 
even heard the name of Jesus.” 

However, with the focus of this 
year’s MEGA Sports Camp being on 
Christ and His disciples, it was the 
perfect fit as so few of the children, 
ages 5 through 12, had any idea who 
Jesus is or even how to pray. 

Although campers enjoyed learning 
new skills in the offered sports of 
soccer, basketball, or cheerleading, 
volunteers relayed how kids continued 
to talk about the Bible lessons. 

On the fourth evening of camp, 
Bridgewater gave a brief salvation 
message and asked kids to raise their 
hands if they wanted to make Jesus 
their Lord and Savior. More than 50 
hands shot up. The children that 
raised their hands later received a 
Now What? booklet about next steps 
after accepting Christ.

In a follow-up survey, of those who 
responded, 90 percent said they were 
planning on attending next year and 
another 90 percent said they would 
recommend MEGA Sports Camp to a 
friend or family member.

 Fabian and Rebekah Sanchez, 
U.S. Missions Intercultural Ministries 
candidate missionaries, started directing 
the Kentucky Ministry Network’s 
Hispanic Initiative in February. 

The goal of the effort is to equip 
congregations, especially in rural areas, 
to develop healthy, Spirit-led Latino 
ministries. After the Sanchezes analyze 
needs, they want to equip ministers 
and laypeople to develop ministry to 
Hispanics. They plan to equip leaders 
by developing video and online 
training, as well as training manuals 
that demonstrate how to maximize 
relationships and resources between 
Hispanic ministers and Anglo churches. 

“The biggest challenge is building 
unity between Anglo churches and 
Hispanic communities,” Rebekah says. 
“Showing the love of Christ in a tense 
political climate builds unity and is a 
rewarding adventure.” 

“There are a lot of pastors who want 
to reach Hispanics and their entire 
community,” says Fabian, 39. “If we 
partner with them to provide the avenue 
for the Holy Spirit to work, then He will 
do the rest.” 

The Sanchezes want to break down 
cultural barriers so that recent Hispanic 
immigrants understand their need for 
Jesus. The couple want to ensure that 
churches have the resources and practical 
applications to start or maintain an active 
and healthy Hispanic ministry.  

MEGA SPORTS 
CAMP DRAWS 
IN NEW KIDS
BY DAN VAN VEEN

MEETING HISPANIC
NEEDS IN KENTUCKY
BY ALLISON BLEVINS
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A recurring fundraiser at the pizza 
shop is the week when 25 percent of all 
sales go to the eighth graders’ annual 
“Tour of Montana” — a 900-mile loop 
around the state, visiting historic sites, 
landmarks, and national parks.

“We have the kids come in and work 
that week, assembling pizza boxes, 
washing dishes, making runs with carry-
out orders,” Lapka says. “The whole 
town seems to show up or call in to 
help them.”

That’s just one way Cornerstone 
Pizza has become a bridge from the 
church to the community. Some locals 
with no church background know the 
eatery’s church connection, and ask 

for prayer. Visitors impressed by the 
restaurant have shown up for Sunday 
morning worship services at the 
church, where Lapka’s wife, Holly, also 
is on staff.

“They do so many things among so 
many people and groups,” Arlint says 
about the church. “It’s truly a great 
unifying factor for the community.”

Now a new project is now taking 
shape in St. Ignatius: the resurrection of 
a motel and sit-down coffee shop that 
had been on the market for five years.

“We raised funds and bought it 
debt-free to become another meeting 
place for our community,” Lapka says. 
“We’re busy doing a major facelift.”SWEET SALVATION IN CINCINNATI

BY ASHLEY B. GRANT
For a 26-year-old business owner in 

Cincinnati, an after-hours appointment 
and one-dozen cupcakes became a 
life-changing moment orchestrated by 
God. 

After a day at the recent National 
Black Fellowship conference, Chi Alpha 
Georgia Southern University Director 
Mary Lyons and a group of colleagues 
went looking for something sweet to 
eat before that evening’s service. 

They found Jazzy Sweeties, opened 
by Jasmine Ford eight months ago. 
Ford has held down an additional 
part-time job to cover costs and been 
reluctant to make the shop a full-
time proposition because of ongoing 
financial struggles. 

When the AG group came knocking 
on the door, Ford had just closed. 
Nevertheless, she felt prompted to 
give the visitors a dozen leftover 

cupcakes for free.
Lyons and her friends linked arms and 

placed their hands on each end of the 
store, praying for favor for the business.

“Everything they prayed was so 
timely and right on point for what 
was going on in my life,” Ford says. 
“I couldn’t hold back my tears.” 
Following the prayer, the group 
insisted Ford accept $150 and invited 
her to attend the church service that 
evening. 

Chris Beard, pastor of Peoples 
Church, which hosted the conference, 
made sure Ford received a Bible, 
prayed with her to rededicate her life 
to the Lord, and connected her with 
adherents who are discipling her in her 
new walk with Christ. “Since then, I’ve 
decided to step out in faith and pursue 
my bakery full time,” Ford says. “I’m 
living my dream.”

Nebraska may not seem like the 
world’s most ethnically diverse place, 
yet multiracial couple Logan and 
Gabriella Lee feel right at home at 
Good News Church in Omaha, which 
has worshippers representing 57 
nationalities.

Logan has an African-American 
father and a white mother. Gabriella 
was born and raised in Bahrain. The 
well-traveled couple believe their 
life experiences will serve them 
well as they prepare to open Ignite 
Church next year in Redondo Beach, 
California, one of the largest cities 
in the U.S. without an AG church. In 
addition to English, Logan speaks 
Spanish and Gabriella speaks Arabic. 
At Good News, the Lees oversee the 

prayer/altar ministry on Sundays, are 
part of a leadership development 
team, and lead a young adult small 
group.

Gabriella lived in Los Angeles 
County, where Redondo Beach is 
located, for a couple of years. She 
knows the challenges ahead.

“It can be a hard place to reach 
people,” she says. “Many Californians 
don’t think God is relevant to their 
everyday life.”

But the Lees believe planting a 
church in such a location — a center 
for global trade and filmmaking — 
can be an influential bridge to the 
marketplace.

“If you reach L.A., you can reach 
more of the world,” Gabriella says.

PREPARING TO PLANT A BEACHHEAD
BY JOHN W. KENNEDY


