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THIS WEEK IN AG HISTORY 
BY RUTHIE EDGERLY OBERG

John F. Hall (1906-1984) was an 
Assemblies of God missionary, Bible 
translator, and teacher. 

 At the age of 13, Hall responded to 
his Baptist pastor’s appeal to accept 
Christ. After graduating high school, he 
attended Wheaton College, where he 
became determined to fulfill the call on 
his life. In June 1931, he arrived in Minna, 
Nigeria, as a missionary.

 While stationed in French West 
Africa, he met AG missionaries at 
Ouagadougou and Tenkodogo, Upper 
Volta. Hall became convinced that 
the baptism in the Holy Spirit was a 
scriptural experience. He met and 
married Cuba Hill, an AG missionary, 
in November 1935 and returned to the 
United States for furlough.

 While traveling to share their vision 
for Africa, the Halls visited Berean Bible 
Institute, an AG school in San Diego. 
While there he was  filled with the Holy 
Spirit, praising God in another language.

 The Aug. 22, 1936, issue of the 
Pentecostal Evangel announced the AG 
missionary appointment of John F. Hall, 
joining his wife, Cuba, as an experienced 
missionary.

The Halls served in Africa for five 
decades. They spearheaded the 
translation of the Bible into the Mossi 
language, helping to create the written 
text of the language itself.

Read more about the Hall’s missionary 
appointment on page 9 of the Aug. 22, 
1936, issue of the Pentecostal Evangel 
online at s2.ag.org/aug221936.
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U.S. Missions rodeo chaplain Joe 
Kissel agrees with Winston Churchill’s 
onetime observation that there is 
something about the outside of a horse 
that is good for the inside of a man. 

So do the volunteers and donors 
who partner with From the Arena 
to the Cross Cowboy Ministries 
for summer rodeo Bible camps in 
Arkansas, Missouri, and Oklahoma. 
As campers learn skills and do chores, 
practical discipleship complements 
Bible classes and worship services. 

Lyle Sankey, a longtime rodeo 
professional, is a regular camp instructor. 
Kissel, who is from Jasper, Arkansas, 
serves as chaplain and bareback riding 
instructor at his rodeo schools. Sankey 
believes there is no better place to learn 
hard work, perseverance, and how to 
handle both success and failure. 

However, because travel and events 
can conflict with involvement in a 
traditional church, youth aspiring to 
rodeo careers need a strong faith and 

Christian friendships. 
Paul Roten, horsemanship instructor 

from Harrison, Arkansas, finds multiple 
ways to correlate the Bible with skills 
learned at camp. For one thing, rodeo 
life can be dangerous. Safety is a 
priority, with campers wearing helmets 
and protective vests, but speed and 
skill also are involved. In some events, 
campers must try to stay on a large 
animal tasked with bucking them off. 
Roten says campers are often fearful, not 
just of a new sport, but from social or 
family problems. As he teaches skills and 
common sense, he reminds campers 
that God provides courage to climb 
back on an animal after a tumble as well 
as for life’s other challenges. 

Instructor Larry French, who also works 
for a group foster home, uses horses to 
demonstrate submission to authority. 
New campers quickly learn a ride goes 
better with a cooperative horse rather 
than a balky one. A well-trained mount 
is essential for roping and barrel racing. 
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T H E  A B C s  O F  S A L V A T I O N

ACCEPT that you are a sinner, and God’s punishment for your
sin is death and separation from God forever.

BELIEVE that Jesus paid God’s price for your sin when He  
died on the cross.

CONFESS “Jesus, I believe You are who the Bible and history
declares You are – the Son of God. I humble myself and surrender to 
You. Forgive me. Make me spiritually whole. Change my life. Amen.”

THE MIRACLES OF BOOTH ONE
BY DAN VAN VEEN

Booth one in the Carlisle, 
Pennsylvania, Panera restaurant appears 
to be like any other booth. But for 
Chaplain Chuck Kish, pastor of Bethel 
Assembly of God in Carlisle, the booth 
is the site of a miracle and a connecting 
point that has enabled him to lead nine 
people to Christ — in the restaurant!

Kish, an endorsed AG chaplain 
through U.S. Missions Chaplaincy 
Ministries, says he began something 
new this year. On Tuesdays he’s at the 
church for administrative tasks and 
prayer and devotions with his staff; the 
rest of the week he’s at Panera. 

“My office is at the church, but 
Panera is where I go to work,” Kish 
says. “I write my sermons there, 
take calls there, respond to needs 
from there, and I’m in constant 
communication with my staff.” He adds 
that 400 to 500 people come through 
his “satellite office” daily. 

One reason Kish has made this 
switch is a miracle that took place 
while he was meeting with a volatile 
grandfather, Sonny Finkenbinder, in 
booth one. Out of “nowhere,” the Holy 
Spirit came over Finkenbinder in such a 

powerful way that Kish was able to lead 
him to Christ.

Finkenbinder and his wife are now 
members of Bethel.

But the miracle continues. AG News 
ran a story about Finkenbinder — the 
rage he had over his grandson’s suicide 
and how God changed his life. 

Kish now sits across from booth one. 
When someone comes by, he moves 
the dialogue to the point where he can 
ask, “Have you heard about the miracle 
that took place in booth one?”

“I’ll tell them a little about Sonny’s 
story, then take out my phone and 
show them the AG News article on 
Sonny,” Kish explains.

Kish says that people have started 
approaching him — asking to hear the 
story. 

Kish believes God has told him one 
day someone with a similar experience 
to Finkbinder’s is going to sit in booth 
one.

“When the Spirit prompts me, I’m 
going to go over and ask them if they 
heard about the miracle that took place 
right here in booth one . . . and God’s 
going to change their lives forever.”

LIFE LESSONS FROM RODEO CAMP
BY CINDY J. THOMAS
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After serving for 18 years as a U.S. 
Army chaplain, then another 16 years as 
a correctional chaplain, John R. Houser 
felt a new calling in retirement.

Houser, at 70, is a U.S. Missions 
sports/athletic chaplain for both the 
Katie & Irwin Kahn Jewish Community 
Center and the Columbia Running Club 
in the South Carolina capital city.

The transition happened 
spontaneously five years ago. As Houser 
exercised at the JCC, a man passed out 
on an elliptical machine. Houser went 
over to counsel and pray with the man 
as gym staff members addressed his 
physical needs until paramedics arrived.

During the incident, Houser began 
chatting with Barry A. Abels, JCC 
executive director.  Houser explained his 
long history as a chaplain and offered 
to volunteer at the center — if Abels 
would buy him a shirt identifying him as 
a chaplain. Abels readily agreed. The 
center is open to all faith groups.

“There’s always someone who needs 
a word of encouragement, someone 
with health issues,” says Houser, whose 

home is only a five-minute drive from 
the center.

These days, nearly all who frequent 
the JCC recognize Houser. He usually 
is on site every day, many times several 
hours at a stretch.

“Everybody knows him by face, many 
know him by name, and most know him 
as the informal official JCC chaplain,” 
Abels says. “He has an upbeat attitude 
toward everybody.”

Houser sees his duties as lifting 
peoples’ spirits, counseling those 
seeking advice, and comforting those 
who have physical injuries or disabilities. 
He also works out in intense Zumba 
fitness classes, elliptical training 
workouts, and gym track runs.

Houser has been involved equally as 
long with the Columbia Running Club, 
which regularly organizes competitive 
races. 

He provides counseling and 
encouragement before and after the 
events. He also competes, finishing a 
dozen runs this year.
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THE RUNNING CONGREGATION
BY JOHN W. KENNEDY

In the early 1990s, Carol L. Lund of 
Dassel, Minnesota, sat at a wedding 
reception, when another guest 
commented on a mutual friend’s 
marital demise. The guest stated that 
the now-single mother deserved the 
consequences of the divorce.

Stunned by the man’s attitude, Lund 
determined in that moment that she 
would do everything she could to be 
part of positive change in the single 
mother’s life. Immediately, Lund and 
her husband opened their home to 
the single mom and her children. She 
offered wisdom, prayers, a safe place 
to hang out, a listening ear, counsel, 
encouragement, and leadership 
development. Today this mom is a 
successful business owner. 

In 1997, Clarence St. John, then 
Minnesota District superintendent, 
asked her to become women’s ministry 
director of the district’s Bridging the 
Gap ministry. In 2011, St. John’s wife, 
Vicky, approached Lund and current 
U.S. missionary to single moms Lois 
Breit with a need to minister specifically 
to single moms.

Lund notes that almost 9 million 
families are now led by single mothers. 
Under Lund’s leadership, Bridging the 
Gap hosted a single mom’s retreat. 
Initially, 200 women showed up. The 
annual event has grown each year, with 
700 women, including volunteers, going 
to the most recent retreat.

 

The following three reports come 
from different areas of Asia Pacific, each 
describing AGWM access wins from 
2018 and access dreams from 2019.

NORTH KOREA — In 2018, 30,000 
North Koreans emigrated into South 
Korea. AGWM engages in providing 
life skills and education necessary 
to integrate into a free society. “We 
ask people to pray with us that the 
Lord of the Harvest will call laborers 
to become our team members,” says 
Jeff Hartensveld, Asia Pacific regional 
director. 

PACIFIC ISLANDS — In 2019, AGWM 
is serving in the Solomon Islands. These 
and other islands present physical 
barriers — such as forging rivers and 
seeking out remote jungle tribes. “The 
church is growing explosively in Pacific 
Oceania,” says Bryan Webb, an Asia 
Pacific area director. “If people are 
willing to make the sacrifice to work 
here, there will be a huge return.” 

INDONESIA — In 2019, evangelism 
efforts continue in the country with the 
world’s largest Muslim population. “It is 
thrilling to see the Holy Spirit drawing 
Muslim people to Christ and infusing 
the hearts of Christians with a desire 
to share the gospel with them,” says 
a leader of Global Initiative: Reaching 
Muslim Peoples. “. . . the Spirit is 
moving powerfully in Indonesia.” 

To learn more, access AGWM’s 2019 
State of the Mission at s2.ag.org/som19. 

BRIDGING THE
SINGLE MOM GAP
BY GINGER KOLBABA

ACCESS IN
ASIA PACIFIC
BY RENÉE GRIFFITH



8 936

French, who lives in Morrilton, Arkansas, 
points out that Christians accomplish 
much more when totally surrendered to 
God. Correct procedures are also key. 
Just as approaching an animal carelessly 
or putting tack on incorrectly creates 
potential for serious injury, ignoring 
God’s commands puts Christians at risk. 

In addition, campers learn to serve. 
French believes youth who learn to 
manage their time, use tools, and 
care for animals develop important 
leadership skills. 

Pastors Rod and Andrea Madding 
of First Assembly of God in Eureka 
Springs, Arkansas, have witnessed 
maturity in their daughter Melea, who 
has attended multiple camps over two 

years. Shyness made it hard to find new 
friends after the family moved from 
Wyoming, but the camaraderie at camp 
and encouragement from staff members 
helped her come out of her shell and 
push herself to learn new skills.

“Now Melea contributes to our family 
devotions and is bolder about sharing 
her faith,” says Andrea. “She even 
played guitar for worship at camp.” After 
being matched with a mentor camper 
her first year, Melea served as a mentor 
herself this year. Her parents received 
compliments about her reaching out to 
other campers and praying with them. 

At 2019 camps, 70 people made 
salvation commitments to Christ and 53 
water baptisms occurred.

HELP FOR UP AND OUTERS
BY ERIC TIANSAY

Living Free is a ministry that assists 
churches in reaching out to people 
struggling with life-controlling issues, 
including substance abuse, to discover 
Christ-centered answers.

Based in Chattanooga, Tennessee, 
Living Free is an alternative for the 
majority of addicts who can’t or won’t 
go through the Adult & Teen Challenge 
residential program.

“Living Free is an excellent resource 
for churches and communities to 
meet the needs found within the 
church walls and across the many 
facets of the community,” says Teen 
Challenge President Gary W. Blackard. 
The program became the preferred 
nonresident ministry model for Teen 
Challenge in 2005.

The core of the Living Free curriculum 
is the Insight group, which features 
people gathered to help one another 
through their problems. In the past 
30 years, at least 2 million people 
worldwide have gone through Living 
Free. 

“Living Free has helped more up 
and outers than down and outers,” says 

Clayton Arp, vice president of Living 
Free Community. “It has taught church 
people how to find help for themselves 
and apply that knowledge to help 
others.”

There are four principles to the 
program: referral (for individuals 
who are in the later stage of their 
addiction and need a program such as 
Teen Challenge); relationships (small 
group recovery); realignment (helping 
families understand the problem); 
and re-establishment (regaining a 
place as a contributing member of the 
community). Living Free’s three focus 
areas are churches, communities, and 
correctional facilities.

“Living Free creates a safe place in 
which people can talk about personal 
struggles and not be condemned,” Arp 
says. “As they become comfortable in 
the group, they begin to respond to 
what God’s Word has to say about their 
situation.”

The program has been introduced in 
113 countries and materials are available 
in 39 languages. Over 3,000 churches in 
37 states have participated. 

As millions of students move into a 
new academic year, consider including 
the following eight areas of focus in 
your times of prayer:

1. God’s blessings upon all students, 
teachers, administrators, and staff 
throughout the academic year.

2. Attitude of gratefulness among 
parents and guardians for the 
investment teachers make in their 
children’s lives.

3. Students who have moved to 
new communities, that they will adjust 
quickly to unfamiliar surroundings 
and form meaningful and healthy 
friendships.

4. Positive and enriching learning 
experiences that students of all ages 
can engage in, while distractions are 
minimized.

5. Impact of Christ-following students 
and adults alike who understand that 
they are sent to make a difference for 
Jesus Christ in their schools.

6. Teachers who are standing before 
a class for the first time, that they will 
have confidence in their skills and 
establish strong connections with their 
students.

7. Comfort and assurance for parents 
sending their children to the school for 
the first time.

8. God’s care and hand of protection 
over schools nationwide throughout the 
school year.

As you pray and intercede, give 
thanks to God for the wonderful 
privilege that our children have to 
attend school and learn. May we never 
take that for granted.

WAYS TO PRAY AS SCHOOL BEGINS
BY JOHN T. MAEMPA


