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Noel Perkin (1893-1979), known as
“Mr. Missions,” served as missionary
secretary (now called executive director
of AGWM) for the Assemblies of God.
Born in London, he moved to
Canada at the age of 18 and later
helped establish a Pentecostal church
in Toronto.
In 1918, Perkin was ordained by the
AG and then did missionary work in
Argentina. Three years later, he moved
to the U.S. and settled in Rochester,
New York. He married Ora Blanchard
in 1922 and pastored small churches in
New York.
In 1926 the Perkin family moved
to Springfield, Missouri, where
Noel Perkin started working at the
AG national office. He became the
assistant missionary secretary for a year
before accepting the position of AG
missionary secretary, serving 32 years
(1927-1959).
Perkin gave an address at the 1941
General Council on the topic, “Occupy
Till I Come,” speaking on missions from
a global perspective.
He mentioned difficulty in getting
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workers and funds to the mission fields.
He closed his remarks by saying, “The
crisis is, what shall we do with the
challenge that is set before us?” His
response: “Not do less but more.”
Read Noel Perkin’s address,
“Occupy Till I Come,” on pages 4-7
of the Sept. 20, 1941, issue of the
Pentecostal Evangel online at s2.ag.org/
sept201941.
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CHURCHES BLESS YOUNG MOMS
BY ASHLEY GRANT

COMBATING TEEN GIRL SUICIDE
BY GINGER KOLBABA

Today, more and more teen girls are
considering suicide than ever before.
Suicides rates for females ages 15-19
are at their highest since the CDC
began tracking them in 1975.
Factors can be as varied as
psychological/mental health struggles
to issues of bullying and social media
pressures. Stress also plays a key
role, encompassing hormonal and
major life changes, such as divorce,
a geographical relocation, school
pressures, self-esteem, and body image.
“They feel hopeless,” says Leatisher
Granville, a licensed professional
clinical counselor at EMERGE
Counseling Services in Akron, Ohio.
“They don’t feel they have anyone to
help them because they don’t feel they
have adults in their lives who notice
them.”
As life becomes busier for families,
she’s found that many parents are more
detached than before.
“These girls aren’t as resilient as
we’d like,” Granville says. “Adults
often forget what the pressures of
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adolescence are like.” She believes
many teens don’t feel as though adults
take their experiences seriously.
Casey Gibbons believes preventative
measures can be taken. Gibbons, who
works as the teen girl specialist for
AG National Girls Ministries, says teen
girls take a lot of small steps along
the way before they reach the point
of suicide. If adults pay attention to a
teen’s concerns, those girls feel heard,
noticed, and known, says Gibbons,
who, with her husband, Scotty, has six
children — including four daughters
between the ages of 11 to 15. (Pictured
above.)
“We know we have to be intentional
in how we engage with our girls,”
Gibbons says. “We choose to treat them
with grace as a child, but respect them
as if they are adults.” She believes that
parents have the greatest responsibility
and opportunity to be on the front lines.
Gibbons urges adults to watch for
warning signs.
“Teachers, coaches, extended family,
and friends can help, but these girls

Two small rural churches, Battle
Mountain Assembly of God in Nevada
and Iberia First Assembly of God in
Missouri, have stepped up to meet the
diaper needs in their communities.
Battle Mountain, Nevada, a
community of 3,635, has an abundance
of young single moms who are
economically and socially isolated. Jon
and Angel Layden, Battle Mountain
Assembly pastors, decided to address
the need.
The Laydens resolved that any time
they heard of a pending birth, Battle
Mountain Assembly would give a diaper
bag full of supplies to the new mother,
including diapers, wipes, baby bottles,
an outfit, and a blanket.
A children’s Bible is included in
every diaper bag. As the years pass,
the Laydens now are seeing some
preschoolers toting those Bibles to
children’s church.
Similarly, Chip and Rebekah Sanders
of Iberia First Assembly of God in
Missouri, are filling the diaper gap
in the town of only 740. In 2016, the
church, in collaboration with Diaper
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Bank of the Ozarks, started a nonprofit
called the Well, which serves an
average of 10 families per month,
providing diapers to anyone who walks
through the door.
“That broke our heart,” Sanders
says. “And if we say we are pro-life,
then that means we have got to be a
lot more than ‘anti-abortion.’”
In both these small communities,
meeting the need has opened doors
for other ministry.
Adherent Becky Linville says Battle
Mountain Assembly has gained a good
reputation in the community because
of the compassion shown to so many
families.

S A L V A T I O N

ACCEPT that you are a sinner, and God’s punishment for your
sin is death and separation from God forever.

BELIEVE that Jesus paid God’s price for your sin when He
died on the cross.

CONFESS “Jesus, I believe You are who the Bible and history
declares You are – the Son of God. I humble myself and surrender to
You. Forgive me. Make me spiritually whole. Change my life. Amen.”
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REACHING THE
WORLD BY SUBWAY

U.S. Missions-endorsed chaplain
Rusty H. Trubey is out to save lives.
The VA chaplain leads two-day
workshops in rural areas in an effort to
educate community pastors about the
troubles facing many of those who have
served in the military. The thrust lately
is on suicide prevention. Based at the
Coatesville Veterans Affairs Medical
Center in Pennsylvania, Trubey conducts
seminars in parts of the Keystone State
as well as Virginia, West Virginia, and
North Carolina.
The highly interactive training
includes sessions on the military
culture wounds of war; pastoral care
for veterans and their families; mental
health services and referrals; and
building community partnerships.
“We see a lot of substance abuse
among Vietnam-era vets,” says Trubey.
“When they retire, it can exacerbate
delayed onset post-traumatic stress
disorder symptoms.”
Thomas G. Behling, Chaplain Service
chief at the Coatesville VA Medical
Center, says the connection with pastors
is vital.
“A lot of veterans, come from rural
communities, unlike those on active
duty at a military installation,” says
Behling. “Many times, concerned about
the stigma around depression and not
wanting to jeopardize their career, they
will go to local clergy for assistance
first because they know it will be
confidential.”

Making disciples of all nations can
be just one subway stop away in New
York City’s five boroughs, which present
turbocharged opportunities for world
missions. Of the 8.5 million people
calling the Big Apple home, 37 percent
are foreign born.
Steve Kulish, U.S. missionary with
Intercultural Ministries, and his wife,
Deborah, a nurse, have established
Intensive Care Urban Ministry, coaching
pastors, providing resources, training
leaders, planting churches, and
assisting street outreaches for nearly
100 growing multiethnic churches. He
also encourages corporate fasting and
prayer walks through neighborhoods.
“Steve has arranged teams from
Assemblies of God churches in
Pennsylvania and New York state to
help our youth and kid crusades for
15 years,” says Jatinder Gill, pastor of
Bethlehem Punjabi Church in Richmond
Hill, Queens. Originally from India, Gill
ministers to immigrants from Hindu,
Sikh, and Muslim backgrounds and
translates sermons into Punjabi, Hindi,
Urdu, and English. During summers,
the church conducts festivals of light to
attract Sikhs. Kulish and his teams use
creative tactics for reaching people. For
example, the colorful gospel glove, a
natural conversation starter, displays
easy-to-read Scriptures.
“God does amazing things and it
doesn’t matter what people look like,”
Kulish says.
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GRAPPLING WITH DIFFICULT TRUTHS
BY ANDRE HENRY

Denise and Brian Walker, founders
of the abortion recovery ministry Rich
in Mercy, identify anger and substance
abuse as common symptoms of “postabortion trauma.” Located in Brooklyn
Center, Minnesota, Rich in Mercy helps
men and women heal from abortion
decisions, with mercy triumphing over
judgment.
“What folks have found is they may
not exactly understand how abortion
has played a part in the trauma in
their lives,” says Denise, an ordained
AG minister. “All they know is that
something is terribly, terribly wrong and
they want answers. With insight from
Rich in Mercy, they discover they have
believed a lie.”
Rich In Mercy takes clients through
an eight week curriculum. One of the
core goals of the program is to counter
the feelings of self-hatred and shame
that often emerge in the wake of an
abortion with a message of God’s love.
“They leave with the truth that their
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babies are in heaven,” Denise says.
The work of Rich in Mercy is the fruit
of the Walkers’ personal journey. Before
becoming Christians, the Walkers
participated in three abortions. Denise
recalls lugging over a decade’s worth of
pent-up anger with her into a ministry
predecessor to Rich In Mercy.
“The rage that I had been putting
down for years literally creeped up
from my foot, in my leg, up to my torso
into my neck and I blew like Mount
Vesuvius for nine weeks,” Denise says.
Brian notes that Rich in Mercy uses
very specific language for abortion.
“We don’t call it a misstep or
something or a poor decision,”
Brian says. “We call it sin and we use
the term of prenatal murder. Our
participants over the years have found
that actually to be liberating.”
“We let them know that we are not
here to judge,” Denise adds. “But
you can’t have mercy if there wasn’t
something that had to be dealt with.”

BY PETER K. JOHNSON
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WOMEN FIND HOPE IN SPAIN
BY DAN VAN VEEN

When Gladys Rodriguez, an
Assemblies of God missionary with 23
years of service in Spain, partnered
with Lidia Caceres, the pastor’s wife
of Centro Cristiano 4C in Madrid, to
present the women’s Designed for a
Purpose convention last year, more
than 250 women packed the church
— anxious to experience something
new — and the convention wasn’t even
advertised.
In May, Rodriguez and Caceres
decided to hold a second convention,
but this time they rented an auditorium.
“Nearly 400 women attended,”
Rodriguez says. “As soon as it was
over, women were asking when we
were going to have another one
because they didn’t want to miss it.”
According to Rodriguez, 53, in her
ministry she’s encountered many women
who suffer from mental illness and
depression.
“I’ve found that many women feel
that they are existing rather than living;
that they’re the ones constantly giving,
constantly being asked or required to
sacrifice, while receiving little in return,”
Rodriguez says.
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For many women in Spain, church
holds little personal interest to them
as they have come to believe church
is boring and God is a dictator. The
convention introduces women to a
fresh, energizing, and relational church
that offers hope, joy, healing, and
salvation.
“It was exciting to see women so
fired up to receive more of the Lord,”
Rodriguez says. “It was amazing.”
Caceres agrees. “The women’s
convention, Designed for a Purpose,
made such an impact in the life of the
ladies from our church,” she says. “We
can clearly see a before and after. Before
the convention there was apathy among
the ladies of our church, but after the
convention so many were on fire to
serve God.”
From the moment women enter the
convention, they are showered with
attention, greetings, gifts, and made to
feel welcomed and at ease. Everything
that is done, is done in a way to help
each woman feel valued.
Plans have already begun for next
year’s Designed for a Purpose event to
be held in June.

especially need spiritual leadership,”
she says. She believes mentors in girls’
lives have strong abilities to impact
teens’ outlooks by paying attention,
talking openly, and asking questions,
such as, How are you coping with life?
How are you handling stress? Are you
struggling with suicidal thoughts?
“We need to teach these young
women how to counteract suicidal
thoughts, to take every thought
captive, as the Bible tells us, through
the power of the Holy Spirit,” she says,
citing 2 Corinthians 10:5.
Both Gibbons and Granville suggest
that adults take the lead rather
than waiting for teens to volunteer
information. Granville says it’s
important not to assume teens don’t
want to talk or that they don’t have

deeper pain going on just because
they don’t say anything.
Teens don’t need answers so much
as a listening ear and the respect of
being heard and noticed, Granville
suggests.
Granville also recommends keeping
an eye out for the warning signals:
withdrawal, apathy, personality or
behavior changes, becoming moodier
or more agitated than usual, sleeping
or eating less or more than customary,
giving things away, or writing
depressive or farewell posts on social
media.
“A lot of teens are now writing their
suicide notes on their social media
pages,” says Granville. “Follow their
page and watch what they’re posting.”

MSC HELPS ALASKA CHURCHES GROW
BY DAN VAN VEEN

Josh Dryer, 30, has been ministering
to kids at True North Church in
Fairbanks, Alaska, for four years. And
for each of those years, MEGA Sports
Camp (MSC) has been a part of the
church’s summer program.
A study found that 95 percent of the
area’s people did not go to church. “We
wanted to be a church for the city — to
connect with the city — and one of the
ways we did that was through MEGA
Sports Camp,” Dryer states.
Four years ago, Mark Zweifel became
the pastor of True North Church, with
Dryer joining him shortly after. At the
time, 85 people attended. But that first
summer’s MSC drew 100 kids.

Each year the camp has grown and
expanded, along with the church. Today,
with God’s favor, church attendance runs
about 1,250 and this year’s camp had
350 kids register.
The MSC success in Fairbanks isn’t
an anomaly. Dryer says the True North
Church campus in the village of Nenana,
56 miles southwest of Fairbanks, and a
church they’re reviving in Nuiqsut, 13
miles from the Arctic Ocean, also had
great results.
“We’re breaking a lot of
misconceptions about what a church is
all about,” Dryer says “. . . and I believe
God is just getting started.”
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