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In 1913, a doctrinal view that later
fractured the young Pentecostal
movement found its roots in a camp
meeting In Los Angeles. The resulting
divide into Trinitarians and Oneness
Pentecostals, sometimes called “The
New Issue,” was addressed many times
by early Assemblies of God leaders,
coming down firmly on the side of the
historic Christian view of the Trinity.
At a camp meeting at Arroyo Seco,
California, many people noticed
the miracles that came in response
to prayers, “in the name of Jesus.”
Another minister remarked that the
apostles only baptized “in the name of
Jesus.” After the camp meeting, many
began to rebaptize in “the name of
Jesus” only.

Eventually, this led to the
understanding that there was only one
person in the godhead — Jesus Christ.
The teaching spread that Jesus is the
Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
In 1916, the General Council
approved a “Statement of
Fundamental Truths” that clearly
articulated where the Assemblies of
God stood on the deity of Christ and
the Trinity.
E. N. Bell, the first general chairman
(later called general superintendent),
addressed this issue. Read his
article, “The Great Controversy and
Confusion,” on page 6 of the Sept. 6,
1919, issue of the Pentecostal Evangel
online at s2.ag.org/sept61919.
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EMPIRE STATE REBIRTH MERGER
BY REBECCA BURTRAM

BREAKING CHAINS IN BELGIUM
BY JOHN W. KENNEDY

In 2007, AG world missionaries Jerry
and April Foster started Breaking
Chains Network, an organization that
fights human trafficking and prevents
exploitation in Belgium. In an effort
to offer hope, help, and healing, the
Fosters are supported by a regular team
of around a dozen rotating volunteers
— interns, missionaries, missionary
associates, Continental Theological
Seminary students and staff. Team
members have ministered to thousands
in the red-light district in 11 years of
outreach. Many prostituted women in
Belgium are from Eastern Europe and
Africa, lured by promises of a better life,
only to be sold into entrapment, abuse,
and forced prostitution.
“Europe has become a hub for
human trafficking and Belgium, as the
hub of Europe, has seen a tremendous
influx,” says Paul W. Trementozzi,
AG World Missions Europe regional
director. “It’s exasperated by the
refugee situation of the past few years.”
Initially, April, with prayer partner
Drue Huffman, walked into Belgium’s
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largest red-light district — which
features 550 women working 12-hour
shifts, sitting behind floor-to-ceiling
windows, advertising their wares. April
took carnations to the women, listened
to their stories, and asked how she
could help. She has talked with women
from more than 50 countries.
“We know they are far from home
and as we get to know them we
identify their needs,” says April. “We
tell them we care because God cares.”
While some sex workers are highly
controlled by pimps, others have more
liberty — as long as they turn in their
required quota every day.
“Pimps usually allow conversations if
they are brief,” says Foster.
Trementozzi says the Fosters
understand organized crime is behind
trafficking.
“They are thick-skinned, yet tender
and full of grace,” Trementozzi
says. “Jerry and April have the right
demeanor so that they don’t let the
darkness overwhelm them. They have
compassion that keeps them balanced.”

Will Hampton, pastor of Two Rivers
Church since 2013, and the New
York Ministry Network are teaming
up to revitalize and launch several
congregations. Hampton believes
in a concept he calls rebirth merger:
church planters revitalizing struggling
network-affiliated churches that have
buildings and local roots.
“If there is a strong church that has
a DNA that can be transferred, we will
do a parent-affiliated revitalization or
restart,” says New York Superintendent
Duane P. Durst. “Pastors are revitalizing
churches as a missionary endeavor and
bringing life to a setting where it has
struggled.”
Hampton believes the partnership
allows urban church planters to
support suburban and rural churches
through a multisite model by providing
such resources as media, graphics, and
marketing.
“We can take leaders that aren’t fully
ready to go out on their own, and get
them in leadership contexts where they
can succeed without having to have 15
years of trial and error,” Hampton says.
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Durst has assigned Hampton to work
with churches in Cortland, Corning,
and Canandaigua. Hampton moved
forward, even before resources arrived.
Cortland and Corning will relaunch
this fall with community pastors
from Two Rivers Church: Chris and
Kendra Hamby and Andrew and Mee
Rosenbarker. Hampton also has tasked
Dave and Chelsea Leathers with
remodeling the facility at Canandaigua
in order to prepare for relaunch.
After serving on staff for the early
years of Two Rivers Church, Brenton
and Lisa Johnson will launch VAST
Church in Albany this fall. Jerad
Stevens will pioneer an Ithaca campus
of Two Rivers in January.

S A L V A T I O N

ACCEPT that you are a sinner, and God’s punishment for your
sin is death and separation from God forever.

BELIEVE that Jesus paid God’s price for your sin when He
died on the cross.

CONFESS “Jesus, I believe You are who the Bible and history
declares You are – the Son of God. I humble myself and surrender to
You. Forgive me. Make me spiritually whole. Change my life. Amen.”
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KEEPING A
CHURCH ALIVE

Encounter Church, the second
oldest AG congregation in Ohio, is
finding new relevance in Fostoria. In
2015, Encounter Church reached a
crossroads: either initiate a culture
change or potentially close its doors
after 104 years of existence.
Average Sunday attendance had
dwindled to 60 when the church elected
David W. Burdick and his wife, Haley, as
new lead pastors. The couple accepted
their first senior pastorate position after
David spent six years in the Marine
Corps and they both served 2½ years as
youth pastors in Virginia.
Burdick saw an abundance of
untapped potential to reach kids and
their families. To prepare for anticipated
growth, Encounter Church started
updating aesthetics, and reallocating
resources to start rebuilding the nursery
and kid’s ministry.
“We took a risk really quickly, but
the church was ready for a change,”
Burdick says. “We made a priority
to immediately get involved in the
community.”
Encounter Church now attracts 130
attendees. Additionally, the church
intentionally hired some ethnically
diverse younger staff members. The
church had an entirely white makeup
when Burdick arrived. More than
80 percent of Fostoria residents are
Caucasian. Now two-thirds of attendees
are African-American.

Pastor Dave A. Benson gathered the
other leaders of Family Life Church in
Newberg, Oregon, and asked them
to dream about a church in nearby
Carlton. Benson has pastored Family
Life Church for 14 years and seen
steady growth take place. With three
services on Sundays and an average
attendance of over 500, space had
maxed out in the facility in Newberg.
Last fall, the Oregon Ministry
Network approached Family Life
Church about adopting Carlton AG, a
small church about 15 minutes west of
Newberg, as a parent-affiliated church.
That church could no longer afford to
pay a full-time pastor.
Benson felt stepping in to adopt
the church would be the right move
for FLC. After exploring the church
property and facilities, it became
obvious the building could not be
salvaged. The church closed its doors
at the end of 2017. With the help of a
capital campaign and matching funds
from the Oregon Ministry Network and
Church Multiplication Network, plans
are underway for a new facility that will
become Family Life Center Carlton, a
video venue with a campus pastor. The
new structure should be completed by
next summer.
A key component of a multisite
church is the campus pastor. Clint and
Kim Reeves have been hired for the
position.

BY ASHLEY B. GRANT

FINDING THE RIGHT CULTURAL MIX
BY ALLY HENNY

A season of adversity left Miracle
Temple AG in Silver Spring, Maryland,
with a dwindling number of attendees
and a pastoral vacancy. The situation
presented a unique set of challenges
because the congregation’s primary
demographic is African immigrants.
The Potomac Ministry Network
realized the church needed a leader
who could understand and meet the
congregation’s cultural needs.
The Potomac Ministry Network
summoned Samuel Asiedu, president
of the African Assemblies of God
Fellowship USA, to find a new pastor
for Miracle Temple. Asiedu knew that
George Gyasi-Baaye would be the right
fit for the struggling congregation.
Bringing hope to difficult situations
is familiar territory for Gyasi-Baaye,
who spent more than 20 years
ministering to undocumented
immigrants in Israel. Gyasi-Baaye
migrated from his native Ghana in
West Africa to Israel so that he could
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study for his master’s degree. When
God confirmed a ministry calling, he
enrolled in an AG Bible college in
Israel.
After graduating, Gyasi-Baaye
began an evangelistic ministry.
However, no longer being a student,
he couldn’t renew his visa in Israel.
Eventually, he benefited from new
policies that allowed undocumented
persons to achieve legal status.
The change in immigration status
opened the door for Gyasi-Baaye
to enter the U.S. legally five years
ago after accepting an associate
pastor position at Jesus Power AG in
Columbus, Ohio. Gyasi-Baaye, who
received his AG ordination last year
through the Ohio Ministry Network,
served as associate pastor and
outreach director at Jesus Power when
he received the call from Asiedu.
Since Gyasi-Baaye arrived at Miracle
Temple a year ago, the number of
adherents has doubled to 100.

BY GUYLA ARMSTRONG
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MORE THAN A TENANT
BY DEAN MERRILL

Thad Huff, pastor of Open Life
Church outside Tacoma, Washington,
vividly recalls meeting with an
elementary school principal and two
assistants in 2010.
Huff told Laurie Dent, who now is the
Sumner School District superintendent,
that Open Life would like to partner
strategically with the school, and
perhaps help plug some budget
gaps. He asked the team about the
interaction the school had with another
church already renting space.
One of the associates expressed
disgust with the way that church
moved equipment and furniture to
the wrong spots, and left litter for
school staff to clean up every Monday
morning.
Huff determined that Open Life
Church would do the opposite. The
church bought the school district an
audiometer, which has been used
to test the hearing of thousands of
students; raised scholarship money for
underprivileged kids to go to Junior
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Achievement camp; and had adherents
volunteer for work projects around the
building and grounds.
No wonder Open Life received a
warm welcome six months later when
the church asked to rent the building
on Sundays. Open Life stepped up
to rent Bonney Lake High School the
following year.
“We’re not just tenants, we’re in for
the long term,” Huff says. “We want
the kids and families of this suburb to
do well because of our presence.”
Every August at the Liberty Ridge
Elementary School “Back to School
BBQ,” the church shows up with loads
of school supplies, some donated but
others purchased, all sorted by grade
level for the 400 students.
At groundbreaking ceremonies
for new construction, Huff has
been invited to line up in the row
of dignitaries wearing hard hats —
the superintendent, school board
members, and local politicians — to
shovel the first dirt.

While an element of danger is
involved, Foster says the Holy Spirit
makes it clear if it’s unwise to approach
a certain area.
“We’re careful about where we go,
when we go, and how we do things,”
she says. “We’re never alone, and we
pray before we go and have someone
praying while we’re out there.”
In order to talk more freely, the
Fosters opened Oasis Center in 2010.
The community center, located in the
largest red-light district of Belgium,
allows Foster and her team members
to pray for the prostitutes.
“We look for ways we can practically
help them,” Foster says. “That might
be holding their hand while they give

birth or taking them to see a lawyer.”
Other resources include vocational
training, language classes, counseling,
and Bible study.
Foster says more than two-thirds of
the women Breaking Chains Network
has ministered to suffer from posttraumatic stress disorder at the same
levels as combat veterans.
Breaking Chains Network has helped
several women return to their home
countries and raised sponsorships
for women to obtain educational
opportunities that allow them to
leave the sex industry. A Romanian
woman went to cosmetology school,
a Bulgarian woman attended law
enforcement academy.

GENERATION EMBRACES STL CHALLENGE
BY DAN VAN VEEN

On Sunday, Oct. 21, youth and church
congregations across the United States
are joining together to participate
in Speed the Light’s One Day, One
Offering, One Million giving challenge
in order to raise a record $1 million on
Speed the Light (STL) Sunday.
Eric Hoffman, director for Speed
the Light, believes the challenge is
achievable, citing a renewed passion
for missions by students, as exhibited
during the National Youth Convention
held in July in Houston.
“At Houston, students gave a
record-high Speed the Light offering
— more than $58,000,” Hoffman says.
“The year before at youth convention,
the amount given was about $13,000.”

Giving to STL, which saw $9.4 million
given last year, is up by 10.8 percent
compared to last year. A key factor
is more students are responding to
God’s call upon their lives and taking
ownership of seeing the gospel spread.
“In Houston, we had an estimated
500 to 700 students respond when
we inquired about those feeling God
has called them to the mission field,”
Hoffman says.
STL recommends youth groups
partner with the One in One Thousand
Movement to raise funds. The
movement is named such because it
challenges one student or youth group
to do one thing one thousand times to
raise at least $1,000 for STL.
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